Preview of the Sixth Grade
ELA – This year we will read a variety of books. We will start with Snow Treasure by Marie McSwigan. All students must read twenty-five
books this year. After completing a book, students must write a summary in their notebooks and then take a test in the Accelerated
Reader Program during Computer Class or Library Time. These books will include their summer reading books (Six in total: Four from the
ELA list, What was the Ice Age? from Social Studies, and Investigating the Scientific Method from Science), books read in class
(including Snow Treasure), the books assigned for monthly book reports, plus any additional book read independently throughout the
year. No student should ever say, "I do not have ELA homework tonight." Students should always have a book to read and they should
be reading every night. I encourage all students to read beyond the twenty-five books needed for the year. It will help in the long run.
Also, reading is fun and there are many great books out there!
Book reports will be assigned monthly. They will have a different theme each month. These themes are as follows:
September – A book about friendship
October – A book about a country (that is the not the United States) in the Western Hemisphere – This will also be a Social Studies grade.
November - Books that were turned into movies
December – A book about a fictional Christmas story
January – A book about something scientific – This will also be a Science grade.
February – A book that is a fictional story that takes place in American History – This will also be a Social Studies grade.
March – A biography about an important figure in the Catholic Church that is not Jesus or the Blessed Mother – This will also be a Religion
grade.
April - A book about growing up
May - A book about an adventure
June - Student's Choice
This year, students will take the New York State Test in ELA. There will be activities throughout the year to practice and strengthen
skills needed for this test.
The breakdown for grading is as follows:
35% Assessments - Tests, Writing Assignments, Projects, Group Projects and Book Reports.
25% Quizzes – Quizzes in Class, Smaller Projects, Exit Tickets and Most Homework that is Handed in to Me
10% Accelerated Reading - The average of quizzes from the Accelerated Reader Program from the Trimester. There is a minimum
amount of books each trimester that should be met. I will give a zero to any missing book. If a student exceeds the amount of books
that are required, it could be considered extra credit depending on the book or situation. The extra books will also roll over to the next
trimester's tally of books.
15% Homework – This grade depends on whether homework is done. If homework is not done when due, a point will be deducted from this
grade whether it was done in a notebook or supposed to be handed in. If homework is supposed to be handed in, then a zero will be given
as a quiz grade. Homework that is handed in can be made up at a lower grade.
15% Behavior and Participation

Any assignment that is handed in late will get five points deducted for each day that it is late. Every missing assignment will receive a

homework responsibility slip. These slips will be filled out by students on why they did not complete their homework and will be presented
to parents at parent-teacher conferences at report cards.

Social Studies – This year we will be exploring the people, the places, and the history of the Eastern Hemisphere. This will include key
moments in Ancient Egypt, India, China, Rome and Greece. We will be able to compare these societies through primary and secondary
sources. We will see how geography will shape the different areas of the Eastern Hemisphere and the different advancements that

each society had. This year, we will be able to see how Social Studies, ELA, Science and Math go hand in hand and use prior knowledge to
connect Social Studies to another subject.

Although no New York State Test is given in Social Studies, Social Studies is the perfect tool to help with the other state tests in Math,

ELA and Science. This does not mean that the subject is any less meaningful than ELA, Math or Science. Social Studies gives us the tools
to succeed in these areas and should be treated as an equal companion to these areas. There will be two book reports that will be

counted as Social Studies grades during the year. Essays for tests will be written in the format needed for the writing section of the
NY State Test in ELA.

The breakdown for grading is as follows:
35% Assessments - Tests, Writing Assignments, Projects, Group Projects and Book Reports.
25% Quizzes – Quizzes in Class, Smaller Projects, Exit Tickets and Most Homework that is Handed in to Me
20% Homework – This grade depends on whether homework is done. If homework is not done when due, a point will be deducted from this
grade whether it was done in a notebook or supposed to be handed in. If homework is supposed to be handed in, then a zero will be given
as a quiz grade. Homework that is handed in can be made up at a lower grade.
20% Behavior and Participation
Any assignment that is handed in late will get five points deducted for each day that it is late. Every missing assignment will receive a

homework responsibility slip. These slips will be filled out by students on why they did not complete their homework and will be presented
to parents at parent-teacher conferences at report cards.

Religion - This year we will explore the Bible. We will learn how important the Bible is to our lives and how it helps to lead our lives in a positive
direction. We will explore Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter during those times of the year. Although there is no State Test in Religion,
essays will be written in the format needed for the NY State Test in ELA.

The breakdown for grading is as follows:
35% Assessments - Tests, Writing Assignments, Projects, Group Projects and Book Reports.
25% Quizzes – Quizzes in Class, Smaller Projects, Exit Tickets and Most Homework that is Handed in to Me
20% Homework – This grade depends on whether homework is done. If homework is not done when due, a point will be deducted from this
grade whether it was done in a notebook or supposed to be handed in. If homework is supposed to be handed in, then a zero will be given
as a quiz grade. Homework that is handed in can be made up at a lower grade.
20% Behavior and Participation
Any assignment that is handed in late will get five points deducted for each day that it is late. Every missing assignment will receive a

homework responsibility slip. These slips will be filled out by students on why they did not complete their homework and will be presented
to parents at parent-teacher conferences at report cards.

Sixth Grade Common Core ELA Standards
Standards for Literature
Key Ideas and Details:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.1

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct
from personal opinions or judgments.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.3

Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as
the plot moves toward a resolution.
Craft and Structure:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the
impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.5

Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the
development of the theme, setting, or plot.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.6

Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.7

Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the
text, including contrasting what they "see" and "hear" when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.8

(RL.6.8 not applicable to literature)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.9

Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of
their approaches to similar themes and topics.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Standards for Informational Texts
Key Ideas and Details:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.1

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.2

Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from
personal opinions or judgments.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.3

Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or
anecdotes).

Craft and Structure:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.5

Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the
development of the ideas.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.6

Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.7

Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent
understanding of a topic or issue.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.8

Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from
claims that are not.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.9

Compare and contrast one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person).

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as
needed at the high end of the range.

Standards for Writing
Text Types and Purposes:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.1

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.1.A

Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.1.B

Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or
text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.1.C

Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.1.D

Establish and maintain a formal style.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.1.E

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection,
organization, and analysis of relevant content.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.A

Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast,

and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.B

Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.C

Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.D

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.E

Establish and maintain a formal style.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.F

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation presented.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.3

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and wellstructured event sequences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.3.A

Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence
that unfolds naturally and logically.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.3.B

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.3.C

Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to
another.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.3.D

Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.3.E

Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.
Production and Distribution of Writing:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.4

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.5

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,

rewriting, or trying a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and
including grade 6 here.)

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.6

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting.
Research to Build and Present Knowledge:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.7

Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.8

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the
data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.9

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.9.A

Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems;
historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics").
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.9.B

Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., "Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,
distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not").
Range of Writing:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Standards for Language
Conventions of Standard English:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.1.A

Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.1.B

Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.1.C

Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.*
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.1.D

Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents).*
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.1.E

Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve
expression in conventional language.*
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.2

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.2.A

Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.*
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.2.B
Spell correctly.

Knowledge of Language:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.3

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.3.A

Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.*
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.3.B

Maintain consistency in style and tone.*
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content,
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.4.A

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.4.B

Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.4.C

Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.4.D

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a
dictionary).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.5

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.5.A

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.5.B

Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.5.C

Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical,

unwasteful, thrifty).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Standards for Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1.A

Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on
the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1.B

Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1.C

Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue
under discussion.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1.D

Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.2

Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a
topic, text, or issue under study.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.3

Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that
are not.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.4

Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or
themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.5

Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual displays in presentations to clarify information.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.6

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See
grade 6 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)

Sixth Grade Social Studies Standards and Curriculum
Grade 6: Social Studies Practices
A.

Gathering, Interpreting and Using Evidence
1.

Develop and frame questions about topics related to historical events occurring in the Eastern Hemisphere that can be

2.

Identify, effectively select, and analyze different forms of evidence used to make meaning in social studies (including primary

3.
4.
5.

6.

B.

and secondary sources such as art and photographs, artifacts, oral histories, maps, and graphs).

Identify evidence and explain content, authorship, point of view, purpose, and format; identify bias; explain the role of bias and
potential audience.

Describe the arguments of others.

Identify implicit ideas and draw inferences, with support.

Recognize arguments on specific social studies topics and identify evidence to support the arguments. Examine arguments
related to a specific social studies topic from multiple perspectives.

Chronological Reasoning
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.

9.
C.

answered by gathering, interpreting, and using evidence.

Identify ways that events are related chronologically to one another in time.

Employ mathematical skills to measure time by years, decades, centuries, and millennia; to calculate time from the fixed
points of the calendar system (B.C.E. and C.E.); and to interpret the data presented in time lines, with teacher support.
Identify causes and effects from current events, grade-level content, and historical events.
Identify and classify the relationship between multiple causes and multiple effects.

Distinguish between long-term and immediate causes and effects of an event from current events or history.

Recognize and analyze the dynamics of historical continuity and change over periods of time. Identify the role of turning
points as an important dynamic in historical change.

Compare histories in different places in the Eastern Hemisphere, utilizing time lines. Identify ways that changing periodization
affects the historical narrative.

Identify the relationships of patterns of continuity and change to larger historical processes and themes.

Understand that historians use periodization to categorize events. Describe general models of periodization in history.

Comparison and Contextualization
1.

Identify a region in the Eastern Hemisphere by describing a characteristic that places within it have in common, and then

2.

Categorize and evaluate divergent perspectives on an individual historical event.

3.
4.
5.
6.

compare it to other regions.

Describe and compare multiple events in the history of the Eastern Hemisphere in societies in similar chronological contexts
and in various geographical contexts.

Identify how the relationship between geography, economics, and history helps to define a context for events in the study of
the Eastern Hemisphere.

Describe historical developments in the history of the Eastern Hemisphere, with specific references to circumstances of time
and place and to connections to broader regional or global processes.

Understand the roles that periodization and region play in developing the comparison of historical civilizations. Identify

general characteristics that can be employed to conduct comparative analysis of case studies in the Eastern Hemisphere in
the same historical period, with teacher support.

D.

Geographic Reasoning
1.

2.

3.

Use location terms and geographic representations such as maps, photographs, satellite images, and models to describe where
places in the Eastern Hemisphere are in relation to each other, to describe connections between places, and to evaluate the
benefits of particular places for purposeful activities.

Distinguish human activities and human-made features from “environments” (natural events or physical features—land, air,
and water—that are not directly made by humans) in the Eastern Hemisphere; identify the relationship between human
activities and the environment.

Identify and describe how environments affect human activities and how human activities affect physical environments
through the study of cases in the Eastern Hemisphere.

4.

Recognize and explain how characteristics (cultural, economic, and physical-environmental) of regions affect the history of

5.

Describe how human activities alter places and regions in the Eastern Hemisphere.

societies in the Eastern Hemisphere.

6.

E.

organization. Recognize that boundaries and definitions of location are historically constructed.

Economics and Economic Systems
1.

Explain how scarcity necessitates decisionmaking; employ examples from the Eastern Hemisphere to illustrate the role of

2.

Examine the role that various types of resources (human capital, physical capital, and natural resources) have in providing

3.
4.
5.
6.

F.

Describe the spatial organization of place, considering the historical, social, political, and economic implication of that

scarcity historically and in current events; compare through historical examples the costs and benefits of economic decisions.
goods and services.

Compare market economies to other economic systems in the Eastern Hemisphere.

Examine the role of job specialization and trade historically and during contemporary times in the Eastern Hemisphere.

Provide examples of unemployment, inflation, total production, income, and economic growth in economies in the Eastern
Hemisphere.

Describe government decisions that affect economies in case studies from the Eastern Hemisphere.

Civic Participation
1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.

9.

Demonstrate respect for the rights of others in discussion and classroom debates, regardless of whether one agrees with the
other viewpoint. Consider alternate views in discussion.

Participate in activities that focus on a local issue or problem in a country in the Eastern Hemisphere.

Identify and explore different types of political systems and ideologies used at various times and in various locations in the
Eastern Hemisphere and identify the role of individuals and key groups in those political and social systems.

Identify and describe opportunities for and the role of the individual in social and political participation at various times and in
various locations in the Eastern Hemisphere.

Participate in negotiating and compromising in the resolution of differences and conflict; introduce and examine the role of
conflict resolution.

Identify situations with a global focus in which social actions are required and suggest solutions.

Describe the roles of people in power in the Eastern Hemisphere both historically and currently. Identify ways that current
figures can influence people’s rights and freedom.

Identify rights and responsibilities of citizens within societies in the Eastern Hemisphere.

Develop an understanding of an interdependent global community by developing awareness and/or engaging in the political
process as it relates to a global context.
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Grade 6: The Eastern Hemisphere
Grade 6 Social Studies is based on the geography and history of the Eastern Hemisphere, including the development of cultures,
civilizations, and empires; interactions between societies; and the comparison of trends in government and economics. It also
incorporates some elements of other social sciences.

The course begins with an examination of the Eastern Hemisphere today, using geographic skills. This provides the foundation for

making connections between the past and the present throughout the course. The remainder of the course is divided into seven Key

Ideas that cover a time span from pre-history into the 1300s. Students are provided the opportunity to explore belief systems across
time and to examine the foundations of democracy.

Some Key Ideas and Concepts may require extra time or attention. These include Key Ideas 6.3 Early River Valley Civilizations in the
Eastern Hemisphere; 6.6Mediterranean World: Feudal Western Europe, the Byzantine Empire, and the Islamic Caliphates; and 6.7
Interactions Across the Eastern Hemisphere.

6.1 PRESENT-DAY EASTERN HEMISPHERE GEOGRAPHY: The diverse geography of the Eastern Hemisphere has influenced human culture and
settlement patterns in distinct ways. Human communities in the Eastern Hemisphere have adapted to or modified the physical
environment.

(Standard: 3: Theme: GEO)
6.1a Maps can be used to represent varied climate zones, landforms, bodies of water, and resources of the Eastern Hemisphere.
6.1b The Eastern Hemisphere can be divided into regions. Regions are areas that share common identifiable characteristics, such as
physical, political, economic, or cultural features. Regions within the Eastern Hemisphere include:


Middle East (North Africa and Southwest Asia)



Sub-Saharan Africa



Europe (West, North, South, Central, and Southeast)





Russia and the Independent States (Russia, Caucasia, Central Asia, the region of Belarus, Moldova, and Ukraine)
East Asia (People’s Republic of China, North Korea, South Korea, Japan, and Taiwan)

Southeast Asia (Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Myanmar [Burma], Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Brunei,
Philippines)




South Asia (Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan)
Oceania (Australia, New Zealand, the Pacific)

6.1cThe physical environment influences human population distribution, land use, economic activities, and political connections.


Students will use physical, climate, and vegetation maps in combination with population density, land use, and resource
distribution maps in order to discern patterns in human settlement, economic activity, and the relationship to
scarcity of resources in the present-day Eastern Hemisphere.



To understand scale, students will work with maps at a variety of scales so they can compare patterns in population

density and land use, economic activity, and political connections across the present-day Eastern Hemisphere, within a
region of the Eastern Hemisphere, and in a specific country. In doing so, students will examine maps of the hemisphere,
three regions within the present-day Eastern Hemisphere, and one specific country within each region.
6.1d Issues and problems experienced in the regions of the Eastern Hemisphere have roots in the past.


Students will examine current political and environmental issues in a region or country of the Eastern Hemisphere
being studied.

6.2 THE FIRST HUMANS THROUGH THE NEOLITHIC REVOLUTIONIN THE EASTERN HEMISPHERE: The first humans modified their physical
environment as well as adapted to their environment.
(Standards: 2, 3; Themes: MOV, TCC, GEO, ECO, TECH)

6.2a Human populations that settled along rivers, in rainforests, along coastlines, in deserts, and in mountains made use of the
resources and the environment around them in developing distinct ways of life.

6.2b Early peoples in the Eastern Hemisphere are often studied by analyzing artifacts and archaeological features. Archaeologists
engage in digs and study artifacts and features in a particular location to gather evidence about a group of people and how they
lived at a particular time.

6.2c The Neolithic Revolution was marked by technological advances in agriculture and domestication of animals that allowed people
to form semi-sedentary and sedentary settlements.


Students will explore early human migration patterns and settlements through the use of multiple maps and the
examination of various forms of archaeological evidence.




Students will be introduced to pastoral nomadic peoples as a culture type that existed throughout history.

Students will compare the use of tools and animals, types of dwellings, art, and social organizations of early peoples,
and distinguish between the Paleolithic Age and Neolithic Age.

6.2d Historians use archaeological and other types of evidence to investigate patterns in history and identify turning points. A
turning point can be an event, era, and/or development in history that has brought about significant social, cultural, ecological,
political, or economic change.


Students will determine if the Neolithic Revolution is a turning point in world history, using various forms of evidence.

6.3 EARLY RIVER VALLEY CIVILIZATIONS IN THE EASTERN HEMISPHERE (ca. 3500 B.C.E. – ca. 500 B.C.E.): Complex societies and civilizations
developed in the Eastern Hemisphere. Although these complex societies and civilizations have certain defining characteristics in

common, each is also known for unique cultural achievements and contributions. Early human communities in the Eastern Hemisphere
adapted to and modified the physical environment.
(Standards: 2, 3; Themes: ID, TCC, GEO, SOC)

6.3a Humans living together in settlements develop shared customs, beliefs, ideas, and languages that give identity to the group.
6.3b Complex societies and civilizations share the common characteristics of religion, job specialization, cities, government,

language/record keeping system, technology, and social hierarchy. People in Mesopotamia, the Yellow River valley, the Indus River
valley, and the Nile River valley developed complex societies and civilizations.


Students will explore at least two river valley societies and civilizations: one in the Middle East (Mesopotamia or Nile river
valley), one in South Asia (Indus River valley), or one in East Asia (Yellow River valley) by examining archaeological and
historical evidence to compare and contrast characteristics of these complex societies and civilizations.

6.3c Mesopotamia, Yellow River valley, Indus River valley, and Nile River valley complex societies and civilizations adapted to and
modified their environment to meet the needs of their population.


Students will explore how the selected complex societies and civilizations adapted to and modified their environment to
meet their basic needs of food, clothing, and shelter.

6.3d Political and social hierarchies influenced the access that groups and individuals had to power, wealth, and jobs and influenced
their roles within a society.


Students will compare and contrast the gender roles, access to wealth and power, and division of labor within the
political and social structures of the selected river valley societies and civilizations.



Students will examine the unique achievements of each of the selected complex societies and civilizations that served
as lasting contributions.

6.4 COMPARATIVE WORLD RELIGIONS (ca. 2000 B.C.E – ca. 630 C.E): Major religions and belief systems developed in the Eastern Hemisphere.
There were important similarities and differences between these belief systems.
(Standard: 2; Themes: ID, SOC)

6.4a Civilizations and complex societies developed belief systems and religions that have similar, as well as different, characteristics.
6.4b Belief systems and religions are based on sets of mutually held values.


Students will study the belief systems of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, and Confucianism by looking
at where the belief system originated, when it originated, founder(s) if any, and the major tenets, practices, and

sacred writings or holy texts for each. (Note: Although not within this historic period, students may also study Sikhism
and other major belief systems at this point.)

6.4c Belief systems and religions often are used to unify groups of people, and may affect social order and gender roles.


Students will be able to identify similarities and differences across belief systems, including their effect on social order
and gender roles.



Students will explore the influence of various belief systems on contemporary cultures and events.

6.5 COMPARATIVE CLASSICAL CIVILIZATIONS IN THE EASTERN HEMISPHERE (ca. 600 B.C.E. – ca. 500 C.E.): As complex societies and civilizations
change over time, their political and economic structures evolve. A golden age may be indicated when there is an extended period of
time that is peaceful, prosperous, and demonstrates great cultural achievements.
(Standards: 2, 3, 5; Themes: ID, TCC, GEO, SOC, GOV, CIV)

6.5a Geographic factors influence the development of classical civilizations and their political structures.


Students will locate the classical civilizations on a map and identify geographic factors that influenced the extent of
their boundaries, locate their cities on a map, and identify their political structures.



Students will compare and contrast the similarities and differences between the Chinese (Qin, Han) and Greco-Roman
classical civilizations by examining religion, job specialization, cities, government, language/record keeping system,
technology, and social hierarchy.

6.5b Political structures were developed to establish order, to create and enforce laws, and to enable decision making.


Students will examine the similarities and differences between the political systems of Chinese (Qin, Han) and GrecoRoman (Athens, Sparta, Roman Republic, Roman Empire) classical civilizations.

6.5c A period of peace, prosperity, and cultural achievements may be indicative of a golden age.


Students will examine evidence related to the Qin, Han, and Greco-Roman (Athens and Roman Empire) civilizations and
determine if these civilizations have experienced a golden age.



Students will examine how cultural achievements of these civilizations have influenced contemporary societies.

6.6 MEDITERRANEAN WORLD: FEUDAL WESTERN EUROPE, THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE, AND THE ISLAMIC CALIPHATES (ca. 600 C.E. – ca. 1450): The

Mediterranean world was reshaped with the fall of the Roman Empire. Three distinct cultural regions developed: feudal Western Europe,
the Byzantine Empire, and the Islamic caliphates. These regions interacted with each other and clashed over control of holy lands.
(Standards: 2, 3, 4, 5; MOV, TCC, GOV, CIV, EXCH)

6.6a Overexpansion, corruption, invasions, civil wars, and discord led to the fall of Rome. Feudalism developed in Western Europe in
reaction to a need for order and to meet basic needs.


Students will examine reasons for the fall of the Roman Empire and the development of feudalism in Western Europe,

including efforts to restore the empire, the decentralization of political authority, and the role of the Christian Church
in providing some measure of central authority.

6.6b The Byzantine Empire preserved elements of the Roman Empire, controlled lands within the Mediterranean basin, and began to
develop Orthodox Christianity.



Students will examine how the Byzantine Empire preserved elements of the Roman Empire by blending Roman

traditions with Greek culture, and developed a Christian faith, known as Orthodox Christianity, which united Church and
state authority in the person of the emperor.

6.6c Islam spread within the Mediterranean region from southwest Asia to northern Africa and the Iberian Peninsula.


Students will examine the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphates, noting how the introduction of Islam changed the

societies and cultures each conquered, blending with those societies and cultures and creating dynamic new Islamic
societies and cultures.

6.6d Competition and rivalry over religious, economic, and political control over holy lands led to conflict such as the Crusades.


Students will examine the three distinct cultural regions of the Mediterranean world in terms of their location, the
extent of each region at the height of its power, and the political, economic, and social interactions between these
regions.



Students will examine the conflict of the Crusades from three different perspectives: feudal Europe, Byzantine, and
Islamic.

6.7 INTERACTIONS ACROSS THE EASTERN HEMISPHERE (ca. 600 C.E. – ca. 1450): Trade networks promoted the exchange and diffusion of
language, belief systems, tools, intellectual ideas, inventions, and diseases.
(Standards: 2, 3, 4; Themes: MOV, TCC, GEO, ECO, TECH, EXCH)

6.7a The Silk Roads, the Indian Ocean, and the Trans-Saharan routes formed the major Afro-Eurasian trade networks connecting
the East and the West. Ideas, people, technologies, products, and diseases moved along these routes.


Students will create maps that illustrate items exchanged and ideas spread along the Silk Roads, across the Indian
Ocean, and on the Trans-Saharan trade routes.



Students will examine how the location of resources helped determine the location of trade routes and the economic
impact of the exchange of resources.



Students will study interregional travelers such as Marco Polo, Ibn Battuta, Mansa Musa, and Zheng He and examine
why they traveled, the places visited, what was learned, and what was exchanged as a result of their travel.

6.7b The Mongol conquests in Eurasia fostered connections between the East and the West, and the Mongols served as important
agents of change and cultural diffusion.



Students will map the extent of the Mongol Empire at the height of its power.

Students will examine the methods used by the Mongols to enable them to rule over a diverse population, noting how
Mongol rule expanded trade.



Students will examine the spread of the Black Death (Bubonic Plague) as a result of interregional exchange and its

effects on various regions within Afro-Eurasia, using a variety of sources, such as maps, poetry, and other primary
source documents.

6.7c Complex societies and civilizations adapted and designed technologies for transportation that allowed them to cross
challenging landscapes and move people and goods efficiently.


Students will examine how various technologies affected trade and exchanges. Some examples are types of ships,

including junks and caravels; improvements to ships, such as sails and rudders; navigation tools, such as the compass
and astrolabe; and gunpowder.

